
Caribbean Alumni, is �e genesis 
for future engagement. As such, 
we extend a call to all Australian 
Alumni - Australia Awards, 
Fellowships and Endeavour 
Awards recipients as well as 
alumni whose studies were 
self-funded, to join our network.  
We want to showcase you and 
share your stories wi� �e rest of 
�e region and beyond.

We are pleased to note �at 
several Alumni are in leadership 
positions in �eir respective 
countries and �is provides an 
excellent opportunity to promote 
�e holistic benefits of an 
Australian tertiary education 
experience. Our newsletter will 
highlight our Alumni making a 
difference on �eir return home 
and we look forward to hearing 
your stories.

I am delighted to announce �at 
we have established an 
Australian-Caribbean LinkedIn 
group to provide a forum for 
Australia Awards and o�er 
Alumni to connect, network and 

As you may be aware, �e Australian Government 
fulfilled its commitment under �e four-year, 
AU$60 million development assistance program in 
�e Caribbean in June 2014. The last intake of 
Australia Awards Scholars occurred in January 
2014 and when �e last Australian Awards 
scholar completes �eir tertiary education in 
Australia in 2018 �ere will be a total of128 
Australia Awards Alumni in �e Caribbean. 

Australia remains active in �e region in supporting 
development priorities wi� a vibrant Direct Aid 
Program (DAP) and a fellowship program targeted 
to specific areas such as sport, education and reef 
management.  

The Australian High Commission in Port of Spain 
takes �is opportunity to assure all returned 
scholars �at Alumni engagement is a priority of 
�e Government in streng�ening 
people-to-people and institutional linkages wi� 
�e Caribbean region. 

While one obvious obstacle to an effective 
Australian-Caribbean bond is �e geographical 
distance between �e regions, �is electronic 
alumni newsletter whose focus is on �e 

exchange ideas (see page 5 for 
fur�er information). Discussions 
may span a broad spectrum of 
�emes consistent wi� �e 
diverse interests and fields of 
study of �e group’s membership, 
from heal�, to governance, 
education, environment; public 
policy, leadership, gender-based 
issues and o�er pertinent global 
issues. We urge you to join and 
make a meaningful contribution 
to �e group and to your 
professional development.

We welcome your continued 
collaboration to streng�en �e 
Australian-Caribbean bond �at 
has united �e two regions over 
�e years and wi� your support 
will continue to do so into �e 
future.

TRACEY HAINES
Deputy High Commissioner
Australian High Commission
Port of Spain

Welcome to �e first edition 
of �e Alumni eNewsletter.
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Jhaman Kundun is currently 
a Research Agronomist and 
Project Coordinator wi� 
Guyana Sugar Corporation 
Inc. A�er returning from 
Australia, Jhaman was 
promoted and �e extensive 
experience gained in 
pursuing tertiary studies in 
agriculture has enabled him 
to establish a global network 
of contacts which has 
proved to be an invaluable 
resource in �e performance 
of his job.

Jhaman has maintained 
contact wi� his lecturers at 
�e University of Sydney 
which has enabled him to 
keep abreast of 
developments and new 
research in agriculture 
entomology. This 
knowledge has been utilized 
in his work processes �at 
focussed on �e 
establishment of processing 
and manufacturing facilities 
for raw agricultural products.

Adesiwa is currently 
working at �e GuySuCo 
Agricultural Research Unit as 
a Research Agronomist in 
Guyana. She noted one of 
�e key benefits of her 
Australian experience was 
to acquire �e ability to 
express technical and 
“scientific lingo” into 
everyday language to 
capture �e attention of �e 
target group and allow �em 
to incorporate or utilise it. 
Her tertiary training has 
impacted on her becoming 
more analytical in her work 
and more critical in her 
evaluation of research.
 
Adesiwa identified 
increasing productivity and 
e�ciency of �e agricultural 
sector, preserving �e 
integrity of �e environment 
and �e development of 
human resources as major 

In �e future Jhaman would 
like to see his country 
develop its own source of 
energy derived from 
renewable sources. 
Transformation of �e 
agriculture sector from a 
producer of primary 
products to a producer of 
secondary products is one 
objective �at Jhaman has 
on his wish list for Guyana. 
He would  like to make �is 
a reality and will take every 
opportunity to make a 
difference  in �e agricultural 
sector in Guyana.

challenges facing her 
country today. The major 
objective for pursuing 
tertiary education was to 
become competent in �e 
utilisation of molecular 
technology in breeding of 
sugarcane.

Master of Agricultural
and Environmental
Technologies
The University of Sydney
Completion of Studies 2013

JHAMAN KUNDUN

Master of Agricultural
and Environmental
Technologies
The University of Sydney
Completion of Studies 2012

ADESIWA PARK
During her stay at Macquarie University, Shaunette 
established contact wi� leaders in �e field of economics 
who encouraged her interest and �inking on issues in 
economics. She was one of �e first members of �e newly 
established African Connect group from �e Hillsong Church 
in Sydney.

Her current position is an Economist wi� �e Planning 
Institute of Jamaica, �e country’s policy, research and 
planning agency.  Her work responsibilities have allowed her 
�e opportunity to assist in �e formulation of policy aimed at 
promoting long-term economic grow� and development. 
She was able to gain support for a Community Disaster Risk 
Mitigation and Recovery Plan and prepared a presentation 
to highlight �e salient features of �e plan.

Shaunette highlights �e priorities for her country in �e next 
five to ten years as follows: Improved me�ods in �e 
education system; Social protection for �e most vulnerable 
(by protecting and streng�ening �e natural environment 
by building better access to housing and o�er infrastructure 
needed to support �e lives and livelihoods of citizens); 
reduction in crime and violence; an increased focus on 
urban-regional development to create social inclusion to 
unlock key skills such as creativity and entrepreneurship; 
increased competitiveness by more effective debt 
management.

As an economist at �e Planning Institute of Jamaica, 
Shaunette’s  responsibilities include keeping track of and 
reporting on �e performance of Construction, Mining and 
Quarrying wi� �e intention of improving �e quality of data 
collected. As a member of �e Thematic Working Group, 
Shaunette provided feedback on �e review of �e 
construction industry policy and also contributed to �e 
development of �e National Housing Policy and 
Implementation Plan.

Master of Economics
(Financial Economics
Specialisation) 
Macquarie University
Completion of Studies 2012

SHAUNETTE MARCH

This technology will allow 
for greater control in �e 
combination of desired 
genes which would facilitate 
�e development of varieties 
offering greater returns per 
unit area cultivated. Adesiwa 
postulates �at increased 
varietal productivity is one of 
�e keys in reducing 
production costs �us 
improving �e 
competitiveness of �e 
product on �e world 
market.

E C O N O M I C S

A G R I C U LT U R E



Dionne Frank is currently 
Head of �e Department of 
Sociology at �e University 
of Guyana. Her participation 
in �e Leadership 
Development Program and 
studying in Australia was 
beyond her expectations. 
Overall she believes it was a 
remarkable and enriching 
experience which has led to 
a deeper appreciation for 
multiculturalism.  

On her return to Guyana 
wi� her improved 
qualifications and leadership 
skills, she assumed senior 
administrative positions in 
�e Faculty of Social 
Sciences. In addition, she 
was appointed by �e Vice 
Chancellor to serve as Head, 
Department of Sociology for 
one year, was recently 
extended to 2016. She was 
also elected to serve as �e 
Secretary for �e Association 
of Caribbean Social Work 
Educators. This allowed her 
to interact wi� a wider 
network of regional and 
international professional 
educators and practitioners 
in �e field.

Dionne was elected 
Chairperson of Guyana’s 
Steering Committee of �e 
Global Environment Facility. 
In �is role she assists wi� 
�e evaluation and approval 

for environmental and 
community projects eligible 
for UNDP-GEF-SGP funding.

Dionne’s full-time 
commitment is to train a 
cadre of social workers to 
respond e�ciently and 
effectively to social 
problems. This is already 
being realized wi� her 
enhanced qualifications as 
an Australia Awards scholar. 
She is in �e ideal position to 
contribute to �e delivery of 
social work programs.

Master of Social
Development
(Community Development)

DIONNE FRANK

Masters in Education
(Specific Learning
Di�culties)
University of Melbourne
Completion of Studies 2013

JO-ANNE DANIEL

E D U C AT I O N

Jo-Anne’s experience 
allowed her to learn more 
about research and different 
cultures. Her tertiary skills 
gained in Australia has 
allowed her to become 
more aware of �e problems 
in �e education sector in 
Antigua and Barbuda and 
enabled her to devise ways 
to address �ese issues. 
More emphasis on 
connecting classroom 
learning to real life 
experiences is one of �e 
changes she would like to 
see in �e education sector 
in five to ten years.

Master of Education
(Specific Learning
Di�culties)
University of Melbourne
Completion of Studies 2013

LYNETTE ISAAC

Lynette Isaac is a Special 
Education O�cer of Grenada 
whose tertiary qualifications 
are a great addition to �e 
area of education in �e 
small islands of Carriacou 
and Petite Martinique, 
dependent territories of 
Grenada.

Her appointment as a 
special education o�cer will 
make her a pioneer as she is 
responsible for coordinating 
a Special Education program 
for all schools on bo� 
islands.  Lynette is focussed 
on using her recently 
acquired skills to identify and 
repair �e gaps in classroom 
instruction and learning.
This will ensure �at bo� 
teachers and students may 
enjoy �e process which 
exists in a learning 
environment.

For small countries wi� 
limited resources in �e field 
of special education, 
Lynette’s contribution to �e 
education sector is of great 
significance.

Dadria Smi� is currently a 
Tariff O�cer wi� �e 
Jamaica Customs Agency. 
Dadria credits her globally 
recognised tertiary 
qualifications and contacts at 
�e University as 
instrumental in �e 
performance of her duties at 
work. Her studies exposed 
her to international best 
practices in �e areas of 
customs and revenue 
administration, two areas of 
fiscal significance for 
developing countries such 
as Jamaica.

Since returning from 
Australia, in her role as a 
Tariff O�cer she has assisted 
wi�: obtaining 
improvements in �e 
operation and enforcement 
of Rules of Origin for �e 
CARICOM Cuba Trade and 
Economic Cooperation 
Agreement; and ensuring 
Jamaica’s legal obligation 
relating to its tariff 
liberalization was maintained 
in CARIFORUM EC 
Economic Partnership 
Agreement.

Dadria would like to make a 
valuable contribution in her 
country’s implementation of 
�e World Trade 
Organisation’s Trade 
facilitation Agreement which 
she views as critical in 
moving Jamaica forward to 
meet its economic 
developmental goals.

Master of International
Customs Law and
Administration and
International Revenue
Administration
University of Canberra
Completion of Studies 2013

DADRIA SMITH
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The University of
New Sou� Wales
Completion of Studies 2012
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Masters of Engineering
(Renewable Energy – 
Electrical Power Systems)
Curtin University
Completion of Studies 2012

BENISE NISSA JOSEPH

Benise noted �e cross 
–cultural experience and �e 
weal� of hands-on 
experience she achieved 
during �e course of her 
studies in Australia.
This experience influenced 
her work as an Energy 
O�cer wi� �e Ministry of 
Sustainable Development, 
Energy, Science and 
Technology.

Masters in Energy and
Resource Management
University College London
Completion of Studies 2012

KATHRYN SIRIRAM

Ka�ryn is presently residing 
in �e UK and is employed 
as a Geo-solutions 
Geophysicist. She highlights 
�e international exposure to 
�e energy industry and 
industry experience as well 
as meeting persons from 
different countries and 
backgrounds as some of �e 
key benefits of studying in 
Australia.

Ka�ryn has published some 
research papers on her field 
of study in Australia and is 
of �e belief �at renewable 
energy is one area �at 
developing countries have 
to spend more time 
developing. She would like 
to contribute more to �e 
sustainable energy 
development of Trinidad 
and Tobago in �e future.

MSc in Fisheries Policy
University of Wollongong
Completion of Studies 2012

FERIQUE SHORTTE

Ferique Shortte credits his 
tertiary training in Australia 
wi� assisting him in 
creating an improved 
network and a deeper 
understanding of �e global 
fisheries regime. Ferique has 
been instrumental in �e 
development of new fishing 
laws for St Vincent and �e 
Grenadines and 
restructuring of �e 
country’s high seas fishing 
regime. 

He is of �e firm opinion �at 
fisheries and ocean 
governance, climate change, 
trade, foreign policy changes 
are instrumental if
St Vincent and �e 
Grenadines is to become a 
model for Caribbean 
fisheries. He would like to 
contribute to �e 
development of legislation 
and �e development of a 
fishing vessel tracking 
system. Ferique recently 
collaborated wi� his course 
supervisor from �e 
University of Wollongong 
who visited his country to 
conduct a workshop on �e 
“Legal Regime for Fish 
Trade St Vincent and �e 
Grenadines’. 

Masters in Education
University of �e
Sunshine Coast
Completion of Studies 2014

SEON ERSKINE

Seon is a Senior Physical 
Education O�cer of �e Unit 
of Allied Arts, Ministry of 
Education and collaborates 
wi� �e Ministry of 
Education, Heal�, Culture, 
You� and Sport of Guyana. 
Obtaining a higher degree 
qualification was pivotal to 
his field of work and 
provided him wi� a 
platform to have a voice in 
�e educational domain.
He sees �is as having a 
chance at contributing to 
meaningful change in �is 
sector. He has established 
links wi� his former 
classmates and seek �eir 
contributions in projects he 
is implementing. 

At present he is a treasurer 
of Guyana’s Weightli�ing 
Association. Because of his 

F I S H E R I E Sstudy in Australia he acts as 
a liaison between �em and 
�e Queensland 
Weightli�ing Association, to 
forge ties and create future 
exchange opportunities.

There have been several 
projects Seon has 
collaborated on wi� 
different Ministries including  
: �e Ministry of Culture, 
You� and Sport’s design 
and judging criteria of �e 
National You� Awards; �e 
Ministry of Heal�’s Wellness 
Exhibition and Heal� Fair; 
School Heal� and HIV 
wi�in �e Ministry of 
Education’s execution of 
workshops for teachers 
working wi� students 
subjected to drug abuse. 
Seon has also collaborated 
wi� private organisations 
such as �e BE Fitness 
Group to organise two 
fitness education projects for 
schools and �e general 
public respectively.

E N E R G Y

Her employment wi� �e 
Ministry has enabled her to 
represent St Lucia at various 
international, regional and 
local conferences.  In �e 
future Benise would like to 
see her country reduce its 
dependence on fossil fuels 
and is hopeful �at solar, 
wind and geo�ermal 
systems will be adopted 
�roughout �e island.

Benise is instrumental in �e 
development of renewable 
energy and energy 
e�ciency systems wi�in 
her country and hopes to 
continue to make an impact 
on reducing energy costs in 
her country.
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Master of Science
in Fisheries Biology
and Management
James Cook University
Completion of Studies 2014

DANIELLE INCE

Currently Danielle is a part 
time instructor at St 
George’s University and will 
soon transition to �e 
coordinator of �e 
Woburn/Clarks Court Bay 
Marine Protected Area 
which is funded by The 
Nature Conservancy and 
World Bank. Danielle 
believes �at Grenada’s 
fisheries are at great risk of 
being overexploited as �ere 
are limited measures in 
place to ensure sustainable 
harvest me�ods. As �e 
second largest earner in 
terms of its GDP, fisheries 
are important to its 
economy and must be 
managed sustainably. 
Therefore, Danielle notes 
�at �ere is a need for more 
fisheries biologists (not so 
much conservationists) and 
managers to ensure its 
success in �e future. At 
present �ere is only one 
fisheries biologist in �e 
Fisheries Division. In five to 
ten years time, she would 
like to see more emphasis 
on sustainable fisheries 
practices.

Danielle perceives �at her 
current position as an 
educator has allowed her 
�e opportunity to work 
wi� �e you� of her 
country and instill �e 
importance of �e 
environment. She has also 
stressed �e importance of 
�e dependency on various 

Master of Science
in Forensic Science 
University of Western Australia
Completion of Studies 2013

KIMBERLYN CAMPBELL

Kimberlyn is currently an 
Administrator wi� �e 
Business and Strategies 
Europe – Justice, Security, 
Accountability and 
Transparency Project of 
Jamaica. As an alumnus of 
UWA, she has maintained 
her contacts wi� her 
university colleagues and is 
aware of what issues o�er 
alumni around �e globe are 
currently engaging.
Her contact wi� �e Senior 
Ballistician in �e WA Police 
Forensic Department has 
enabled her to obtain advice 
on issues related to firearm 
examinations.

Her assignment working in 
�e government Forensic 
Laboratory for �ree mon�s 
gave her �e opportunity to 
assist wi� �e fight against 
tra�cking of narcotics in 
Jamaica. Kimberlyn 
identified economic grow� 
and crime reductions, 
particularly gun related 
crimes as �e two main 
development priorities for 
her country. A priority for 
her presently is contributing 
to �e boosting of her 
country’s forensic 
capabilities specifically in �e 
area of firearm related 
crimes.

FO R E N S I C  S C I E N C E

ecosystem functions for �e 
country’s survival and �e 
need for �e sustainable use 
of a country’s natural 
resources.
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Masters of Labour Law
and Relations
University of Sydney
Completion of Studies 2014

KHADREA FOLKES

Khadrea is currently Acting 
Senior Legal O�cer at �e 
Ministry of Labour and 
Social Security in Jamaica.  
She credits her experience 
in Australia as giving her �e 
opportunity to experience 
different cultures and 
learning to co-exist wi� 
different people who 
assisted her as well as wi� 
developing tolerance and 
social understanding. 
Khadrea would like to see 
Jamaica improve �e 
administration of labour laws 
by spearheading legal 
reform amending existing 
laws. Enacting new ones to 
ensure responsiveness to 
�e needs of �e 
contemporary labour market 
as well as emerging trends 
is also among her future 
hopes for Jamaica.

Augustina is a Medical 
Records O�cer in Dominica. 
Her tertiary experience in 
Australia contributed to a 
marked improvement in 
bo� analytical, creative and 
innovative skills which has 
made her better prepared to 
meet challenges in �e 
workplace. Augustina looks 
forward to contributing 
towards �e building of a 
cadre of people, developing 
�eir competency and 
leadership skills.

Master in Business
and Commerce
(Human Resource
Management and
Industrial Relations)
University of Western Sydney
Completion of Studies 2013

AUGUSTINA AMBROSE-POPO

L AWH U M A N  R E S O U R C E S

AUSTRALIA
CARIBBEAN
ALUMNI NETWORK
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Master of Applied Science
in Natural Resource
Management 
James Cook University
Completion of Studies 2012

SHARI-ANNE GREGOIRE

Shari-Anne is a Project Coordinator for �e Development of a 
National Land Use Policy and a National Physical 
Development Plan. This managerial position has enabled her 
to practice skills learnt from her program in Australia. 
Development priorities for Dominica include: improving 
infrastructure; and increasing productivity in �e agricultural 
and tourism sectors to reduce dependence on imports.  In �e 
next five or ten years Shari-Anne would like to see Dominica 
on a pa� to development wi� increased employment and a 
decrease in poverty. She would like to influence �e younger 
generation to pursue tertiary education along �e strategic 
goals of �eir country’s national agenda.

NATURAL RESOURCES

Master of Integrated
Water Management
University of Queensland
Completion of Studies 2014

JEAN GARINCHA DORCE

Jean’s tertiary experience in Australia assisted him wi� 
improving his English speaking and writing skills. As a result, it 
enabled him to have a full understanding of good governance 
principles. He also observed and understood Australia’s best 
practices wi� regard to water conservation, �e environment 
and people.

For Haiti, Jean lists �e development priorities for his country 
as: education, employment, heal�, road, technology, food 
and water. His priority at present is to provide institutional 
assistance to farmers in setting up a business model. Among 
o�er priorities are getting involved in water planning and 
management for Haiti.

Master of Sports
Management
Bond University
Completion of Studies 2012

JOMADEAN MAY

Physical Education is 
currently �e domain of 
Jomadean May residing in 
St Vincent and �e 
Grenadines. He has 
maintained close ties wi� 
o�er scholars not just from 
�e Caribbean but �e Pacific 
Islands. Social media has 
enabled him to discuss and 
resolve work issues and to 
keep abreast of global 
changes wi�in his area of 
expertise.

Upon his return from 
Australia, he was able to 
represent his country at �e 
54� IOC Young 
Participants’ Conference in 
Greece where he interacted 
wi� world leaders in �e 
field of sport. Jomadean 
believes �at education is 
one of �e major priorities of 
his country geared at 
stimulating its development. 
He hopes �e government 
will invest more in �e you� 
and engage �eir services 
more. He notes �at �is can 
translate into sport 
becoming a major income 
provider, as is �e case in 
developed countries.

Master of Public Policy
University of Sydney
Completion of Studies 2013

RANDELL BAILEY

As �e Research and 
Development Manager at 
�e Child Development 
Agency of Jamaica, since 
returning from Australia, 
Randell has been able to aid 
�e streng�ening of a 
variety of policies bo� 
internal and external to �e 
agency. He notes �e 
development priorities of 
Jamaica as firstly improving 
�e accountability and 
e�ciency of �e public 
service. As important as 
driving �e grow� of �e 
economy �rough fiscally 
prudent policies and 
improving �e social safety 
net/ support systems 
intended to address �e 
needs of �e most 
vulnerable.

P U B L I C  P O L I C Y S P O R T S
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Master of Science
and Technology in
Spacial Information 
The University of
New Sou� Wales
Completion of Studies 2012

ADRIAN BAILEY

Adrian is currently employed as 
a Forestry O�cer 3 wi� �e 
Department of Forestry and 
Fisheries of �e Ministry of 
Agriculture of St Vincent and 
�e Grenadine. He credits one of 
�e benefits of his Australian 
learning experience as acquiring 
enhanced learning skills and an 
enhanced understanding and 
application of knowledge. Adrian 
is a member of �e World 
Bank’s collaboration for 
development of an online 
community of geographic 
information system users in �e 
Caribbean, a platform for 
discussion and sharing of 
knowledge and skills toward 
hazard mitigation and 
preparation in �e Caribbean. 
Since returning from Australia 
Adrian has created a functional 
geographic information 
database for forestry which 
included �e identification of 
hundreds of fruits, trees, plants, 
flowers insects, animals and 
birds. This was identified as �e 
first step toward establishing 
spatial relationships for flora and 
fauna �rough GPS location and 
remote sensing. Adrian foresees 
developers and planners 
approaching social and 
economic strategies using 
maps, operating on an individual 
basis until everyone is reached. 
Adrian has collaborated wi�  a 
consultant for �e creation of a 
watershed management model 
which will be replicated 
�roughout �e island.

Being a part of �e High 
School outreach was a 
tremendous blessing.
Thanks to �e Australian High 
Commission and
Ms Gwendolene Roberts, I was 
allowed �e opportunity to 
relive such a pivotal time in my 
life. I was able to share little 
known facts �at �e students 
found very interesting and draw 
parallels between life in �e 
Caribbean and what �ey can 
expect in Australia. I also was 
able to discuss wi� �e curious 
students just how different and 
unique would be �eir 
experience would be �eir 
stories to tell, if �ey decide to 
journey to �e o�er side of �e 
world for �eir education.

Connecting wi� �e students as I 
shared on my experiences allowed 
me to once again grow in appreciation 
for �e Australian Scholarship �at I 
was awarded. By telling my story, I 
was able to do some reflecting on �e 
many �ings �at have positively 
impacted my life since I completed 
my course of study at Gri�� 
University. 

Most of all it was very refreshing to be 
introducing some�ing new to �e 
students – and �e teachers; many of 
whom seemed as keen as �e 
students to find out more and �en, 
apply to school in Australia. Because 
of its distance from �e Caribbean,
it’s not a natural location to �ink of 
moving to - even if only for school. 
Talking about �e o�er countries I 
visited whilst on �at side of �e world 
piqued �eir interest and led to many 
more questions. Many students 
articulated �at �ey had never 
dreamt of - far less to considered, an 
Australian education before we visited 
�at school. Now �at �is opportunity 
has presented itself, I am confident 
�at �eir lives have been greatly 
impacted and �at several of �em will 
be contemplating an education
‘Down Under’ in �e near future.

TECHNOLOGY
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Tobago
Education
Outreach
– February 2015

ANTHONIO BAPTISTE (MEng)
ALA Awardee
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